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NATHANIEL BRASSEY HALHED, ESO. 
Sc. Sc. Oc. 


ALTHOUGH the motion I am about to 
ſubmit to the houle be ſtrictly conformable 
to the tenor of the notice I gave yeſterday; 
yet I muſt beg explicitly to be underſtood 
as having nothing to ſay which can poſſibly 
give offence to any gentleman who hears 
me, as if dictated by any animoſity, or the 
ſpirit of party. Much more do I deſire moſt 
pointedly to abjure all intention of throwing 
out a ſingle hint againſt the executive go- 
vernment of this country, or any one of the : 
| honourable 


(OY ; 


honourable perſons who compoſe it. I 
ſhould indeed think myſelf ſingularly happy 
if I could, by any form of words, contrive ſo | 
far to diſarm the prejudice (if any ſuch exiſt, 
which I do not know) againſt me, as to ob- 
tain a fair and patient hearing for what I 
{ſhall have the honour to offer, were it merely 
in conſideration of that uniform and reſpect- 
ful filence which I have hitherto obſerved 
ever ſince I have had a ſeat in parliament. 


In the firſt place, I hope gentlemen will 
acquit me of all perſonal motives in the part 
I now take, or in any wherein I have lately 
engaged. Indeed, it is well known, that I 
have made ſome ſacrifices, both on the ſcore 
of friendſhip and of intereſt ; nor does it 
hitherto appear, that, by my new line of 
conduct, I have any where obtained an equi- 
valent. At leaſt, I think I may be permitted 
loudly to aſſert, that I have no finiſter inten- 
tion whatſoever; that I have no intercourſe 
with any man, or ſet of men, public or pri- 
vate, whoſe principles or whoſe actions have, 

| as 


19 
| -as far as I can judge, tended to the detri-· 

ment of my country, or any of my country- 

men; and that, in ſeparating myſelf from 
thoſe gentlemen, with whom I had always 
been uſed to act, on the queſtion of War and 
Peace, I have conducted myſelf in a fair, 
open, and conſcientious manner, ſtrictly with- 
in my duty as a member of parliament, and 
my honour as a gentleman. 


Now, Sir, to come more immediately to 
the ſubject of my intended motion: I flatter 
myſelf I ſhall not be deemed to convey any 
offenſive meaning, if I expreſs myſelf to 
'have felt very great ſurprize, when, on the 
4th of this month, Richard Brothers was 
taken up by a warrant from the Secretary of 
State, and, as I have been told by the meſ- 
ſenger in whoſe cuſtody he now is, on 
ſuſpicion of treaſonable practices. I ſay, I 
may well be ſurpriſed, becauſe I, who am 
conſcious that not a thought, word, or attion 
of my life ever had the remoteſt tendency 
towards ſuch crimes, bave been, for near 

2 | . two 
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two months back, in the habit of ſeeing him 
very frequently, without - perceiving in him 
the ſlighteſt, ſymptom that could indicate any 


bad deſign; and becauſe I had latterly ob- 


ſerved that his houſe, in the forenoon, was 


_ conſtantly filled by perſons of quality and 


fortune, of both ſexes, and the ſtreet crowded 
with their carriages—none of which perſons, 
1 apprehend, would have once thought of 
paying him a ſingle viſit, much leſs of re- 


Peating it, if they could have conceived that 


they were foſtering, encouraging, aiding, and 


abetting a traitor. Government, therefore, 


muſt have ſome peculiar. information on the 
ſubject, of which both I and the perſons to 
whom I allude may be ſuppoſed ignorant; 
and, while I bow with the moſt unfeigned 
ſubmiſſion to the authority of the ſtate, I 
hope to be indulged with ſpeaking of Mr. 
Brothers in regard to that which I do 


As a private man, Mr. Brothers 1s cer- 
tainly a moſt unexceptionable character; 
5 | | and 
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and I have heard he was always much 
reſpected and eſteemed in the navy. To his 
affability, moderation, and good ſenſe in ſo- 
ciety, it is impoſſible but all thoſe who 
have viſited him muſt bear concordant teſti- 
mony. 


But he has written two very extraordinary 
books—Aye; Sir, there's the rub. The man 
was very well apart from his pen and ink: 
but when he mounted on the Pegaſus of 
Prophecy, he has galloped over all our 
heads, at the riſk, every moment, of daſhing 
out our brains, together with his own.“ Per- 
haps, for indeed I ſpeak only by conjecture, 
perhaps, I ſay, theſe books may be the cauſe 
of his preſent detention. But if ſo, I may 
reaſonably expreſs my aſtoniſhment that they 
ſhould ſtill be permitted full and free circu- 
lation; ſo much ſo, that 1 can aſſure gentle- 
men, from my own knowledge, the ſale of 
them has moſt rapidly and inconceivably in- 
. creaſed ſince the confinement of their author. 
Every man muſt feel that treaſon ſhould not 

B | be 
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be permitted to diſſeminate itſelf in this man- 
ner; and therefore, finding that no obſtacle 
whatever has been oppoſed to the vent of 
thoſe publications, I muſt neceſſarily doubt, 
I ſay, whether or not they are the cauſe of 
Mr. Brothers's impriſonment. At leaſt, how- 
ever, while they are not proſecuted, nor 
even threatened, I am at liberty, I conceive, 
to buy them, to read them, to make my own 
comments on them, and to diſperſe them in 
whatever manner I chuſe, and all without 
intending, much leſs without giving, any 
offence to the government of this country. 


Theſe books, Sir, if I may be ſuppoſed ſuf- 
ficiently compos mentis to form any judgment 
on the ſubje&, appear to me to be founded 
on principles which every one of us ac- 
knowledge and avow, namely, the common 
broad principles of chriſtianity, as are con- 
tained in the Bible. Chriſtianity, we all 
know, is ſubdivided into an innumerable 
multiplicity of ſects, who differ from each 
other in more or fewer ſubordinate articles 

but 


1 

but they muſt all neceſſarily admit the inter- 
ference, in ſome ſhape or other, of God in 
the government of the world, and the au- 
thenticity of the ſcriptures, on which all 
chriſtianity depends. Now, though I do 
not {ay it is altogether orthodox yet it cer- 
tainly is not inadmiſſible in this free coun- 
try, where a tranſlation of the whole Bible 
is publiſhed in the vernacular tongue, by 
royal authority, for any man to build upon 
thoſe ſcriptures a theory of his own, in con- 

formity to that which he may conceive to 
be their true and recondite meaning; al- 
ways, however, I moſt implicitly allow, in 
perſect ſubmiſſion to the laws and police of 
the country. As a matter moſt in point, I 
{hall beg leave to inſtance the very nume- 
rous and yery diſcordant commentaries 
which have been written, more in this king- 
dom than in any other, on the prophecies 
contained in the Old and New Teſtament, 
I ſhall be bold to ſay, that by the very ca- 
nons of the Anglican church the authenticity 
of the prophecies themſelves is put out of all 
| B 2 doubt; 


E 
doubt; all the difference that can exiſt in 
opinion, muſt neceſſarily be on the ſcore of 
interpretation, #. 3 | 


/ _ 


One man finds the whole of their myſte- 
rious and hidden alluſions to bear excluſively 
on Rome, and another on Turkey. France 
is by ſome deemed the grand theatre of their 
denunciations; by others, perhaps Germany 
or Poland; but if one ſolitary individual 
happen to pitch on Great Britain as the 
deſtined ſpot for the elucidation of 'theſe 
enigmatical predictions, ſurely it is not un- 
reaſonable that he ſhould requeſt cool and 
diſpaſſionate inveſtigation of the grounds of 
his aſſertion, before you condemn him to fire 
and faggot. We have all heard and thought 
that perſecutions for religious opinions were 
annihilated in England, and that toleration 
was everywhere making a rapid progrels, 
This toleration is what I now ſolicit; not 
immediately on Mr. Brothers's account, but 
on my own. I ſolicit it in the preſent inſtance 
for the few more minutes in which I ſhall de, 


tam 


E 


tain the houſe, and J ſhall then ſolicit it for 


a candid peruſal of the papers which I mean 
to make the ſubject of this day's motion, 


I have heard, but I really know it not on 
any certain authority, that Mr. Brothers's 
arreſt ' proceeds from an "expreſſion in 
one of the very laſt pages of the laſt 
edition of his book; dated 20th of Fe- 
bruary, relative to the king. If I may 
do it without offence, I will venture to read 
that paſſage, and endeavour to ſhew that it 
contains no treaſonable or inflammatory 


matter whatever. I have ſelected this par- 


ticular paſſage, becauſe I have very good 
information that the jury, impannelled to 
try him for inſanity, deſired him to read it, 
and ſay if he avowed it; both of which he 
did; and really, Sir, any man may do the 
ſame, without any colour of ſuſpicion for 
treaſonable practices. Here it is, page 110. 


* The Lord God commands me to ſay to 


you, George the third, King of England, 
that 1 on my being revealed in 
London 


—— . — — — 
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London to the Hebrews, as their prince, and 


to all nations as their governor, your crown 


muſt be delivered up to me, that all your 


power and authority may ceaſe.“ Now, Sir, 
it is fair to ſay, that if I were to annex a 
palpable impoſſibility to ſuch a propoſition, 
I might make a ſimilar demand on the king. 
I do not mean that it might not be deemed 
indecent or inſulting, but we ſee greater and 
more ſcandalous liberties taken every day 


with his Majelty in pamphlets, newſpapers, 


and print-ſhops. If, for inſtance, I were to 
aſſert, that on ſome future day, I ſhould aſ- 
cend to the top of St. Paul's, and from 
thence fly over London, and in fight of all 
its inhabitants, to Weſtminſter Abbey, after 


_ which'the King muſt ſeat me on his throne, 
and kiſs my great toe: moſt people, I allow, 


would think me mad; but I certainly ſhould 


not dream of being apprehended for treaſon. 


What has Mr, Brothers ſaid ? He has ſaid, 


| that he ſhall be revealed to the people of 


London, by a ſign ſimilar to that of Moles, 


ms turning a common hazle flick into 


a ſerpent, 


1 3 
a ſerpent, and re- converting it into a rod; a 
fact fully as impoſſible to all human com- 
prehenſion as my flying from St. Paul's 
to Weſtminſter Abbey; and that he ſhall 
then be viſibly accompanied by an angel, 
in the form of a flame of fire; after 
which the King muſt. do ſo and fo, 
The whole, therefore, depends on the pre- 
vious performance of a fact, which cer- 
tainly no one member of adminiſtration 
deems within the verge of poſſibility. I 
muſt honeſtly confeſs, that, in this inſtance, 
the very oppoſite conſtruction to that of 
treaſonable intention appears ſelf-evident ; 
the prophet engages to accompliſh his part 
of the miracle firſt: after which, he ſays, the 
King will perform the ſecond miracle, name- 
ly, ſend his crown to an obſcure individual, 
now his own ſubject, and actually his 
priſoner. Had the condition been reverſed, 
the plea of treaſon would not have been ſo 
ill founded, and the ignorant, the profligate, 
or the ill- intentioned, might have made a 
handle of it to che detriment of the mo- 


* narch, 
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narch, if a ſufficient number of proſelytes 


could have been obtained to co-operate in the 
purpoſe. Allthe inference I pretend to draw 


from this circumſtance; is the following: 
If the afferted miſſion of this prophet be 
true, and if he be deſtined; to perform the 


miracle alluded to, his preſent impriſonment 
will be no obſtacle at all. If there be no 
foundation for his predictions, I think an 
innocent man is made uſeleſsly to ſuffer for 
a mental deluſion, which did not require 
ſuch ſeverity. For, without being an enthu- 
fiaſt, I hope I may for once apply a couple 
of verſes from the book which we all pro- 

feſs to hold in veneration; they are che 38th | 
and goth verſes of the gth chapter of Acts 


And now I ſay unto you, refrain from 


theſe men, and let them alone: for if this 
counſel or this work be of men, it will come 
to nought ; but if it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it, left haply ye be: found even 
to fight againſt God. And here, Sir, it may 
not be unreaſonable to remark, that Mr. 


Brothers had actually renounced ſeeing all 
indiſ- 


indiſeriminate viſitors two days before he 
Vas arreſted by order of government: and 
to this circumſtance he alludes, in one of 
the laſt pages of the laſt addition to his 
book, namely, where he ſays—* The Lord 
God commands me to inform all men, as a 
prevention in future to their aſking unneceſ- 
fary queſtions, that all that is proper and al 
lowable for me to relate from him is pub- . 
liſhed in this book—So that, in fact, if he 
had been guilty of any tregſonable practices, 
or unwarily admitted to his acquaintance 
any perſons: of ſuſpicious character, he had 
anticipated the intentions of government, 
by a voluntary renunciation of all compa- 
ny; and I preſume it will hardly be ſaid, 
that four or five very unambitious men, 
of whom 1 was one, having occaſional ad- 
. mittance to paſs an hour with him in a morn- 
ing, could have any very ſerious deſigns to 
overturn” the ſtate, or to dethrone the 
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No, Sir, with reſpect to his prophecies in 
. K muſt own, that, as far as it has 
C e 
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come to my knowledge, all thoſe which he 
has recorded in print, have either actually 


been already fulfilled, or remain in a ſtate, 
of which it cannot with any propriety be 


aſſerted, that their completion is impoſſible. 
If it be a fact, as I myſelf do not heſitate to 


declare my unqualiſied belief, that he did 
write to the King, to You, Sir, to his 
Majeſty's miniſters, and others, in the-man- 


ner, and on the dates which he has par- 
ticularized, many others of his predictions 
have been fulfilled alſo; but this 1 round- 


y maintain, and defy any man to prove 
the contrary, that of his prophecies, as 
| here publiſhed, not one has hatherto turned 
out to. be falſe; and all the miſerable at- 


tempts, in miſerable pamphlets, to fritter 


them away, or demonſtrate their failure, 
have ended in the diſgrace of their authors. 


Among the denunciations yet unfulfilled, 
and which I, in common with every other 
man, ſincerely hope may never be fulfilled, 
are ſome whictrrelate to this parliament, and 
to the houſe where I am now ſpeaking. If 
73 Wo it 
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it e true, Sir that I have {till any friends 

here, who would kindly. interpoſe to ſave 
me from that precipice of obloquy and dil- 5 
grace, down which they think I am about 

_ to ruſh; in conſequence of my preſent mo- 

tion, I hope they will not deem it unpar- 
donable in me to be guided by a ſimilar 
ſentiment, and to act upon the ſame motives 
of pure philanthropy, however erroneous. 

I may be ſo unhappy as to apprehend their 
ſtanding on the very brink of a precipice 
infinitely more alarming; and, to ſay the , 

truth, it is my ohinton. Sir, I knew Mr. 
Brothers but a very ſhort time before 1 
publiſhed a ſmall pamphlet, which,-I hope, 1 
every gentleman here has received. I never 1 
law either of theſe books of prophecies, or id 
indeed heard of them, until the th of la. 
nuary laſt, and che 10th of the ſame month 4 
was the firſt time I ever ſaw their Author. 

I read his works, and compared them with 

the ſcriptures, as adviſed. | I declare, upon 

my honour, this is the whole and entire 


ground of the preſent bias of my thoughts, 
C2 Which, 
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which) i in one ſenſe, may te be called 
my converſion. I confels, indeed, that hav- 
ing a good deal of leiſure, I took conſidera- 
ble pains on the ſubjett; and by frequent 


peruſals, diſcovered a variety of connections 


and coincidences between the ſeveral. parts 
of his works with each other, and between 
the whole and the ſcriptures, which, at the 


firſt ſight, had totally eſcaped my attention. 


Is it very unreaſonable or indecent on my 


part, to wiſh that gentlemen would apply 


ſome part of the leiſure of the approaching 
receſs of parliament, to a deliberate peruſal 
of the ſame works? Can any detriment re- 


ſult from it? Is it impoſſible that God ſhould 


once more interfere in human affairs, as we 


have the recorded teſtimony of the bible to 
© phe did NOTRE Tins is all . 7 


Gentlemen will - undoubtedly. recolleR | 
frequent and palpable inattentions, both of 
governments and whole nations, to diſco- 
veries of the utmoſt importance, and which 
have afterwards given a a new turn to the af. 


* ] 
fairs of mighty empires. To inſtance only 
one caſe: by how many crowned heads and 
powerful countries was Columbus rejected, 
when he offered practically to demonſtrate 
the exiſtence of the weſtern continent? The 
thing was deemed impoſſible; the very ſup- 
poſition, perhaps, was treated by many as 
impious. Fafts, however, have ſince borne 
ſufficient evidence to the ſolidity of his opi- 


j 


nions, and left nothing but regret and re- 


morſe to thoſe who had too Fee | 
TN" 1 


Mr. Brothers in his 2d book, page 2g in my 
edition; ſays, He was commanded by the 
Lord God to go to the parliament houſe, on 
the 1 7th of May 1792, and acquaint the mem- 
bers, for their on perſonal fafety, and the 
general benefit of the country, that the time 
of the world was come to fulfil the 7th 
chapter of the prophecy of Daniel,” &c.. 
Much as T may regret, and much as all 
of us may, perhaps, have occaſion to re- 
gret, that he was at that time diſmiſſed (for 

ſo 
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fo he fays) with unfeeling contempt and in- 
civility from our door, ſince the ſubſequent 
unfortunate events which he mentions to have 
been ordered to communicate to us, that they 
might have been averted, cannot now be pre- 
vented or reverſed: {till I may hopet hat the 
very coincidence of theſe events with his 
predictions, may have ſome weight with us, 
not to reject him unheard for the future; and 


for this reaſon, had he now been at liberty, 


I ſhould certainly have moved that he be ad- 
mitted to the bar of the houſe, and there be 


ſuffered to declare to us any thing he might 
yet have it in command from God to ſay. : 
But that I may exhibit that unfeigned ſub- 


miſſion, which I moſt affuredly feel, towards 


the executive government of this country, 


I beg leave now to offer, and I moſt ear- 


neſtly intreat to be permitted, to lay on your 
table a copy of his works, for the uſe of ſuch 


of the members as may chuſe to peruſe . 


them. I muſt confeſs, that I cannot charge 
my recolleftion with any inſtance. of any, 


printed papers having been ſo preſented; and, 
there- 
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therefore, I am utterly at a loſs to know, if 
a paper ſo circumſtanced be admiſſible. To 


obviate, therefore, this. cauſe of rejection, 1 


have taken the liberty to bring with me a com- 
plete copy of Mr. Brothers's works, which I 


had cauſed to be bound for my own uſe, and 


which T have inſerted, with my own hand, a 
great number of notes, elucidations, and 
ſimilar paſſages from ſcripture; all of which 
I conceive to be perfectly acceſſible to your 


table, by the rules and forms of the houſe; 


aſſuring you, Sir, that I ſhould not have 
preſumed to *. 2 any obſervations of 


mine on your notice, if any other mode, 


on the ſpur of the occaſion, had ſuggeſted 


itſelf to my mind. Notwithſtanding, I really 
venture, with all humility, to offer my opi- 


nion, that much labour of reference and 


compariſon (which is not always a pleaſant 
taſk) would be ſaved to thoſe honourable 
_ gentlemen who ſhould deem the whole 
_ worthy of their attention, by the pains I 
have taken in arranging and adjuſting the 


varoius correſpondent paſſages. And with 
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